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SmartMusic is a complete accompaniment, assessment, and teaching system for musicians and music 

educators featuring titles ranging from beginning level technique books through collegiate and 

professional solo and ensemble literature. SmartMusic provides students and instructors with a wide 

variety of tools to make learning at home and at school more efficient and engaging.  

Some of the basic features of SmartMusic include: 

 the ability to change tempo (speed) without changing the key of the song 

 recording capabilities  

 performance assessment and data storage through a web based grade book  

 a tuner and metronome  

 transposition from published keys 

 instantly accessible fingering charts 

 “Intelligent Accompaniment” follows a soloist’s spontaneous tempo changes 

Immediate feedback for performances is provided to the performer for selections in the forms of screen 

shots indicating correct and incorrect notes, performance recording and playback, and detailed data of 

the percentage of correct pitches and rhythms played.  Through the SmartMusic web-based grade book, 

students, parents, and instructors all have access to this performance data.  SmartMusic reflects the 

future of music education and is quickly becoming a necessity in the music classroom. 

 

GETTING STARTED WITH SMARTMUSIC – SET UP 

Students and Educators using SmartMusic will need the following: 

 Computer which meets the basic system requirements for the software 

 High Speed Internet connection (dial-up not recommended) 

 SmartMusic 2010 software 

 Subscription for SmartMusic use 

 SmartMusic Microphone (instrumental or vocal) 

 Suitable Speakers 



ASSESSMENT 

Through SmartMusic’s revolutionary assessment capabilities, students receive feedback on their playing.  

When a student plays an exercise or song from the music displayed on screen, correct notes appear in 

green.  Red notes indicate incorrect pitches or rhythms.  This provides the immediate feedback students 

need to improve before their next lesson or rehearsal. 

 

SmartMusic provides grades for assessments based on the percentage of correct (green) notes and 

rhythms.  By using SmartMusic at home, students can complete assignments and assessments on their 

own and then submit their best score along with the screenshot and a recording of the performance.  

This data is then retrieved by the Director through his or her Educator’s Subscription to SmartMusic. 

Students and their parents may also access this data through any computer connected to the web at 

www.smartmusic.com/impact. 

 

ACCOMPANIMENT 

In the past, a musician practiced at home with their instrument and their music alone.  Hearing only 

their part, there was little beyond a simple metronome to help them learn at home.  Now, with 

SmartMusic, accompaniment is provided for over 30,000 titles in five categories.   

o Band and String Method Books 

o Solos 

o Exercises 

o Jazz Improvisation 

o Concert & Jazz Band/String & Full Orchestra 

BAND AND STRING METHOD BOOKS   

Most instrumental musicians are taught to play through group instruction in their school sometime 

between grades four and six.  Directors utilize band and string method books to accommodate not only 

the age of these students but also the heterogeneous instrument groupings typical in most schools.   

SmartMusic includes six of the top band method books and three of the top string method books.  There 

is also a number of supplementary method books commonly used with students as they advance.  

SOLOS   

Solo work is another important aspect of music education. SmartMusic provides accompaniment for an 

ever increasing number of solos featuring Intelligent Accompaniment® which listens to the performer 

and follows their spontaneous tempo changes.  In other words, when the musician slows down or 

speeds up, the accompanying music will do the same.  SmartMusic can also be set to wait for a note 

before continuing such as in a rubato section. In addition, many titles now have the music on screen as 

seen for the method books. 

 

http://www.smartmusic.com/impact


EXERCIZES   

Fundamental skills such as scales, interval studies, and arpeggios are invaluable to musicians but often 

not considered the most enjoyable assignments and assessments.  SmartMusic helps to make these 

challenging and fun.  There are more than 50,000 exercises included with SmartMusic each with a 

multitude of variations and assessment options.   

JAZZ IMPROVISATION 

Over 100 jazz exercises covering the blues scale and common progressions can be found in SmartMusic.  

Musicians can practice in any key or tempo and can isolate tough chord changes.  With SmartMusic’s 

built in recording capabilities recordings can be made with ease. 

CONCERT & JAZZ BAND/STRING & FULL ORCHESTRA   

Hundreds of full ensemble accompaniments are included with SmartMusic.  Differing from the method 

books and exercises, full ensemble accompaniments utilize authentic recordings of Bands or Orchestras 

for the accompaniment tracks.  This means that musicians can now practice their large ensemble 

literature at home or in a school practice room and hear the actual sounds of the rest of the group.  All 

of the features found in SmartMusic are still functional on these accompaniments including tempo 

changes and assessment. 

 

GRADEBOOK – ACCESSING OBJECTIVE DATA 

SmartMusic’s web-based Gradebook automates tasks such as distributing teacher-selected, instrument 
specific assignments, tracks assignments, calculates grades based on the teacher’s grading criteria, 
collects audio recordings of student assignments, and helps teachers to track student progress.  The 
Gradebook provides documentation of student achievement to assist in meeting District and State 
assessment standards and expectations. 

 

SMARTMUSIC - 866-240-4041 (M-F, 8:30-5:00 PM, CST)/ www.smartmusic.com 

NOTTELMANN MUSIC (SmartMusic Missouri Distributor) - (314)-631-1486/ www.nottelmannmusic.com  
SMARTMUSIC FEES 

ü Student Annual Subscription $30.00 

ü Educator/Practice Room Annual Subscription $130.00 

ü Instrumental or Vocal Microphone $19.95 

FIRE PRAIRIE MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND - www.fortosage.net/education/staff/staff.php?sectionid=581& 
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SMARTMUSIC SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

Windows® XP 

 Pentium® 4 or Athlon® 64 class processor or higher* 

 512 MB RAM 

 DirectX® 9 or later compatible sound card 

Windows Vista® 

 Pentium® 4 or Athlon® 64 class processor or higher* 

 1 GB RAM 

 Windows Vista 32-bit edition (64-bit compatible) 

 Windows® Experience Index Processor Sub score of 4.5 or higher 

 DirectX® 10 or later compatible sound card** 

 Macintosh® OS 10.4 (Tiger) 

 867 MHz G4 processor or higher PPC or Mac-Intel* 

 512 MB RAM 

 Minimum OS 10.4.11 

 Macintosh® OS 10.5 (Leopard) 

 2 GHz Intel Core Duo processor or higher* 

 1 GB RAM 

All Systems (Windows XP/Vista, Mac OS 10.4 or 10.5) 

 Internet access required 

 1GB available disk space 

 CD or DVD-ROM drive 

 Microphone 

 Headphones or speakers 

 Minimum monitor resolution of 1024x768 

 One available USB port for the optional foot pedal 

 


